December 10, 2024

The Honorable John Thune The Honorable Mike Johnson
Majority Leader-designee Speaker
United States Senate United States House of Representatives

Dear Leader-designee Thune and Speaker Johnson,

When President Trump signed the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act (TCJA) into law in 2017, it
provided sweeping tax relief to families all across the country. The legislation included
many provisions that contributed to this relief, but perhaps none have been more
impactful to everyday American families than the historic doubling of the Child Tax
Credit (CTC) from $1,000 to $2,000. Fortunately, this increase was achieved before the
exploding inflation families endured during the Biden administration. Unfortunately, the
increase is now set to expire in 2025, leaving millions of hard-working American families
with far less of their hard-earned money.

We write to you today as conservative pro-family leaders to encourage you to build on
the vital work of the TCJA by enacting a permanent CTC, in line with that proposed by
Vice President-elect JD Vance, who said, “I'd love to see a child tax credit that’s $5,000
per child . . . President Trump has been on the record for a long time supporting a
bigger child tax credit, and | think you want it to apply to all American families.”

The American people agree. A recent poll commissioned by Students for Life of
America and conducted by Kellyanne Conway Consulting found 66% of Americans
support an increase in the CTC like that proposed by Vice President-elect Vance, while
only 19% oppose it.2

Vice President-elect Vance’s instincts are correct, and President-elect Trump has
already succeeded in strengthening the CTC. His next administration, working with
Congress, can do more, increasing the size of the credit to stop further erosion from

! https://www.cbsnews.com/news/jd-vance-child-tax-credit-5000-what-to-know/

2 https://www.instituteforprolifeadvancement.org/registered-voters-are-more-likely-to-support-limits-on-
abortion-when-there-is-help-for-families-in-crisis/
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Bidenomics’ inflation and removing penalties for larger working families. Indeed, earlier
this year the Republican-controlled House passed the Tax Relief for American Families
and Workers Act. This legislation, had it been enacted, would have applied the credit on
a per-child rather than per-family basis, and indexed the credit to inflation, among other
changes.

Now is the time to take strong action to bolster the financial foundation of hard-working
American families. The American people spoke loud and clear at the ballot box, and it is
now your responsibility and privilege to provide common sense tax relief for the
foundational cornerstone of our society—the family. Because the future of America
passes through the family.

As you know, the U.S. tax code is needlessly complex. Too often, its design is
disproportionately skewed against both marriage and family formation, which makes the
task of raising a family during times of rising costs all the more difficult. We should
always advance policies—including through the tax code—that intentionally recognize
the critically important role the family plays in the promotion of a flourishing society. A
significantly strengthened and permanent CTC that builds on what was achieved in the
TCJA is the perfect place to start.

We are grateful for your leadership and look forward to working with President Trump
and you to deliver for American families and children.

Sincerely,

Rick Santorum
Former U.S. Senator

Newt Gingrich
Former Speaker, U.S. House of Representatives

Michele Bachmann
Dean of the Robertson School of Government at Regent University

Penny Nance
President and CEO, Concerned Women for America Legislative Action Committee

Jim Daly
President, Focus on the Family



Gary L. Bauer
President, American Values

Eric Metaxas
Host, The Eric Metaxas Show and Socrates in the City

Robert P. George, JD, DPhil, DCL, DLitt
McCormick Professor of Jurisprudence, Princeton Universities

Kristan Hawkins
President, Students for Life Action

Carlos Campo, Ph.D.
CEO, Museum of the Bible

Kimberly Fletcher
Founder, Moms for America

Terry Schilling
President, American Principles Project

Joel Grewe
Executive Director, HSLDA Action

Patrick T. Brown
Fellow, The Ethics and Public Policy Center

Samuel Rodriguez
National Hispanic Christian Leadership Conference

Margaret luculano
President, Christian Employers Alliance

Dave Donaldson
CEQ, CityServe

Carlos Duran
National Hispanic Pastors Alliance

Brad Wilcox
Senior Fellow, Institute for Family Studies

Rusty R. Reno
Editor, First Things



Michael Hernon
The Messy Family Project

Mark Rodgers
Principal, The Clapham Group

Gary Marx
President, The Concord Fund

Tony Lowden
Jabez Ministries

John Stemberger
President, Liberty Counsel Action

Jamison Coppola
Government Relations Director, American Association of Christian Schools

Nadine Maenza
Senior Advisor, Patriot Voices

Brian Walsh
Executive Director, Faith & Giving

cc: U.S. Senate Finance Committee Chairman-designee Mike Crapo
cc: U.S. House Ways and Means Committee Chairman Jason Smith



